Meiotic analyses with the yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae and other species require the separation of ascospores from individual asci. This is usually accomplished by treating a sporulated culture with snail juice (2) or mushroom extract (1) to digest the ascus sac and by then separating the clusters of four spores with either a microneedle, loop, or pipette. Although a few workers prefer to dissect asci by free hand (3, 4) Also shown are the simple brass plate (F) and the glass microneedle (G). The top edge of the manipulator (A) base was cut off and the microclamp (C) was mounted on a 6-32 machine screw which had a portion of its threads removed. The micromanipulators were designed to be attached to either a microscope stage (left) by a custom-made bracket (H) or to the base of a Leitz Laborlux II microscope (right), which has a fixed object stage, by a custom-made "C" clamp (D) and bracket (E). 
